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Statement on the Great Feast of the Nativity
January 7, 2010

To those of the Orthodox Christian faith who
are celebrating the Great Feast of the Nativity
today, Michelle and I wanted to extend our
warmest wishes to you and your family. The
holiday season is a time to reflect upon and

cherish what’s most important in life: our most
deeply held values, the love of friends and fami-
ly, and the bond of community and country.
May this continue to be a time of fellowship and
generosity to our fellow citizens.

Memorandum on the Attempted Terrorist Attack on December 25, 2009:
Intelligence, Screening, and Watchlisting System Corrective Actions
January 7, 2010

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense, the Attorney General, the
Secretary Energy, the Secretary of Homeland
Security, the Director of National Intelligence,
the Director of the Central Intelligence Agency,
the Director of the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion, the Director of the National Security
Agency, the Director of the National Counter-
terrorism Center

Subject: Attempted Terrorist Attack on Decem-
ber 25, 2009: Intelligence, Screening, and
Watchlisting System Corrective Actions

After receiving the conclusions of the White
House-led review of the U.S. watchlisting sys-
tem and the performance of the intelligence,
homeland security, and law enforcement com-
munities as related to the attempt to bring
down a Detroit-bound flight on December 25
by detonating an explosive device, and a De-
partment of Homeland Security-led review on
Aviation Screening, Technology and Proce-
dures; I have concluded that immediate actions
must be taken to enhance the security of the
American people. These actions are necessary
given inherent systemic weakness and human
errors revealed by the review of events leading
up to December 25th. They also are required to
ensure that standards, practices, and business
processes that have been in place since the af-
termath of 9/11 are appropriately robust to ad-
dress the evolving terrorist threat facing our
Nation in the coming years.

Department of State

• Review visa issuance and revocation crite-
ria and processes, with special emphasis
on counterterrorism concerns; determine
how technology enhancements can facili-
tate and strengthen visa-related business
processes.

Department of Homeland Security

• Aggressively pursue enhanced screening
technology, protocols, and procedures, es-
pecially in regard to aviation and other
transportation sectors, consistent with pri-
vacy rights and civil liberties; strengthen
international partnerships and coordina-
tion on aviation security issues.

• Develop recommendations on long-term
law enforcement requirements for avia-
tion security in coordination with the De-
partment of Justice.

Director of National Intelligence

• Immediately reaffirm and clarify roles and
responsibilities of the counterterrorism
analytic components of the Intelligence
Community in synchronizing, correlating,
and analyzing all sources of intelligence
related to terrorism.

• Accelerate the information technology en-
hancements, to include knowledge dis-
covery, database integration, cross-data-
base searches, and the ability to correlate
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biographic information with terrorism-
related intelligence.

• Take further steps to enhance the rigor
and raise the standard of tradecraft of in-
telligence analysis, especially analysis de-
signed to uncover and prevent terrorist
plots.

• Ensure resources are properly aligned
with issues highlighted in strategic warn-
ing analysis.

The Central Intelligence Agency

• Issue guidance aimed at ensuring the
timely distribution of intelligence re-
ports.

• Strengthen procedures related to how
watchlisting information is entered, re-
viewed, searched, analyzed, and acted
upon.

Federal Bureau of Investigation/Terrorist
Screening Center

• Conduct a thorough review of Terrorist
Screening Database holdings and ascer-
tain current visa status of all “known and
suspected terrorists,” beginning with the
No Fly list.

• Develop recommendations on whether
adjustments are needed to the watchlist-
ing Nominations Guidance, including bi-
ographic and derogatory criteria for in-
clusion in the Terrorist Identities Data-
mart Environment and Terrorist Screen-
ing Database, as well as the subset
Selectee No Fly lists.

National Counterterrorism Center

• Establish and resource appropriately a
process to prioritize and to pursue thor-
oughly and exhaustively terrorism threat
threads, to include the identification of
appropriate follow-up action by the in-
telligence, law enforcement, and home-
land security communities.

• Establish a dedicated capability responsi-
ble for enhancing record information on
possible terrorists in the Terrorist Identi-
ties Datamart Environment for watch-
listing purposes.

National Security Agency

• Develop and begin implementation of a
training course to enhance analysts’
awareness of watchlisting processes and
procedures in partnership with National
Counterterrorism Terrorist Center and
the Terrorist Screening Center.

National Security Staff

• Initiate an interagency policy process to
review the systemic failures leading to
the attempted terror attack on Decem-
ber 25, 2009, in order to make needed
policy adjustments and to clarify roles
and responsibilities within the counter-
terrorism community.

• Initiate an interagency review of the
watchlisting process, including business
processes, procedures, and criteria for
watchlisting, and the interoperability and
sufficiency of supporting information
technology systems.

I have designated my Assistant for Home-
land Security and Counterterrorism John
Brennan to be the responsible and account-
able White House official to ensure rapid
progress is made in all areas. A monthly status
report on actions underway should be submit-
ted to be through Mr. Brennan. In addition, I
am directing Mr. Brennan to work with de-
partments and agencies and the Office of
Management and Budget on resource require-
ments that are necessary to address the short-
comings uncovered by our review. Finally, I
will ask my Intelligence Advisory Board to
look at broader analytic and intelligence issues
associated with this incident, including how to
meet the challenge associated with exploiting
the ever-increasing volume of information
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available to the Intelligence Community. As we
go forward, it is imperative that we work togeth-
er to correct problems highlighted by this inci-
dent, focusing on concrete solutions. We are all
responsible for the safety and security of the

American people and must redouble our efforts
to be effective in carrying out this solemn re-
sponsibility.

BARACK OBAMA

Remarks on the Economy and Clean Energy
January 8, 2010

Good afternoon, everybody. Before I an-
nounce a significant new investment we’re mak-
ing in clean energy, I want to give an update on
a matter of concern to every American, and
that’s our employment picture.

The jobs numbers that were released by the
Labor Department this morning are a reminder
that the road to recovery is never straight and
that we have to continue to work every single
day to get our economy moving again. For most
Americans, and for me, that means jobs. It
means whether we are putting people back to
work.

Job losses for the last quarter of 2009 were
one-tenth of what we were experiencing in the
first quarter. In fact, in November, we saw the
first gain in jobs in nearly 2 years. Now, last
month, however, we slipped back, losing more
jobs than we gained, though the overall trend of
job loss is still pointing in the right direction.

What this underscores, though, is that we
have to continue to explore every avenue to ac-
celerate the return to hiring, which brings me to
my announcement today. The Recovery Act has
been a major force in breaking the trajectory of
this recession and stimulating growth and hir-
ing. And one of the most popular elements of it
has been a clean energy manufacturing initia-
tive that will put Americans to work while help-
ing America gain the lead when it comes to
clean energy.

It’s clear why such an effort is so important.
Building a robust clean energy sector is how we
will create the jobs of the future, jobs that pay
well and can’t be outsourced. But it’s also how
we will reduce our dangerous dependence on
foreign oil, a dependence that endangers our
economy and our security. And it is how we will
combat the threat of climate change and leave
our children a planet that’s safer than the one
we inherited.

Now, harnessing new forms of energy will be
one of the defining challenges of the 21st centu-
ry. And unfortunately, right now the United
States, the Nation that pioneered the use of
clean energy, is being outpaced by nations
around the world. It’s China that has launched
the largest effort in history to make their econo-
my energy efficient. We spearheaded the devel-
opment of solar technology, but we’ve fallen be-
hind countries like Germany and Japan in pro-
ducing it. And almost all of the batteries that we
use to power our hybrid vehicles are still manu-
factured by Japanese companies or in Asia.
Though, because of one of the steps like the
one we’re taking today, we’re beginning to pro-
duce more of these batteries here at home.

Now, I welcome and am pleased to see a real
competition emerging around the world to de-
velop these kinds of clean energy technologies.
Competition is what fuels innovation. But I
don’t want America to lose that competition. I
don’t want the industries that yield the jobs of
tomorrow to be built overseas. I don’t want the
technology that will transform the way we use
energy to be invented abroad. I want the Unit-
ed States of America to be what it has always
been, and that is a leader—the leader—when it
comes to a clean energy future.

And that’s exactly what this clean energy
manufacturing initiative will help us do. It will
help close the clean energy gap that’s grown be-
tween America and other nations. Through this
initiative, we’re awarding $2.3 billion in tax
credits for American manufacturers of clean en-
ergy technologies, companies that build wind
turbines, and produce solar panels, and assem-
ble cutting-edge batteries. The initiative we’re
outlining today will likely generate 17,000 jobs,
and the roughly $5 billion more that we’ll lever-
age in the private sector investments could help
create tens of thousands of additional jobs.
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